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Different units of measurement

Measurements were o en based around body parts! Why?

What are some issues with these units of measurement?

5.1 The Metric System

The International Bureau of Weights and measures developed the 
metric system to ensure everyone around the world can take 
measurements independently and get the same value.

The Metric System

Attaches a prefix to a base unit
Time: seconds Length: metres

Mass: grams Volume: litres

moving right?  Multiply (decimal moves right)

moving left?  Divide  (decimal moves left)
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Example 1: Convert the following measurements.

a)  72.9 mm = __________ dm b)  44.25 dag = __________ mg

c)  149.05 kL = __________ cL d)  50.125 cg = __________ hg

measured in cubic units (km3 3, cm3

or in litres for liquids (L, cL, mL)

3

Example 2: Convert the following measurements.

c)  1425 cm

moving right?  Multiply (decimal moves right)

moving left?  Divide  (decimal moves left)
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Converting Between Imperial and Metric Systems

multiply

divide

Ex. 3 Convert the following measurements.

A. Length

a) 2 " = ________ cm b) 4 ft = ________cm c) 5 cm = _____ inches

d) 3 yd. 2 ft. = _______ m

B. Mass

Ex. 4 Convert the following measurements.

a) 500 g = ______ lb b) 6 stone= ______ kg c 8.8 lb = ______ kg

Note: " = inches

' = feet

C. Capacity

Ex. 5 Convert the following measurements.

a) 3 gallons = ______ litres b) 180 litres= ____ gallons c) 21 litres = _______ pints
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Ex. 7

Who ran faster?
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Ex. 6 Which one is larger?

6 cm or 2 inches


